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Water Purveyor

In BC, the responsibility for the provision of safe drinking water falls upon the water purveyor.(More information for water suppliers is provided in GuideSheet 4: Responsibilities of Water Suppliers.

Federal Government

Health Canada, together with representatives from the provinces and territories, developed the Canadian Drinking Water Quality Guidelines (CDWQG). CDWQG identify contaminants found in drinking water that are known, or suspected, to be harmful to human health. BC’s Drinking Water Protection Regulations has adopted the CDWQG for microbiological parameters.

Provincial Government

The province has the authority to legislate over all matters relating to water supply, use, pollution control, hydroelectric and non-nuclear power development, irrigation and recreation.

Key Legislation Affecting BC’s Drinking Water 

In May 2003 the new Drinking Water Protection Act (DWPA) came into force. This Act is the key piece of legislation designed to protect BC’s drinking water. Important highlights of the new legislation include:

· Drinking water safety is recognized as a public health issue. 

· The lead agency responsible for water protection is the Ministry of Health.

· 20 new positions for ‘drinking water officers’ have been created in regional health authorities. DWOs are health officials and are responsible for discharging functions under the DWPA.

· Laboratory findings of E. coli or fecal coliforms in water supplies requires immediate notification of the drinking water officer, medical health officer, and the water supplier.  

The Health Act, designed to protect and enhance the health of British Columbians, also contains a number of water-related requirements. The Act also outlines the roles and responsibilities of the provincial health officer and the medical health officers relating to source water protection. 

The Water Act was recently amended to include the Ground Water Protection Regulation. The purpose of the legislation is to protect the quality and quantity of BC’s ground water resources by ensuring that activities affecting well water and ground water are undertaken in an environmentally sustainable manner. The Water Act is administered primarily by the Ministry of Environment. 

Local Government

BC’s health care system currently consists of the Provincial Health Authority, 5 Regional Health Authorities, 16 Service Delivery areas, and 89 Local Health Areas. Health officials are employed by regional health authorities and are responsible for protecting the public from waterborne illness. 

The following regional health officials play important roles in ensuring safe drinking water:

· Medical health officers, have powers under the Health Act to protect the public from waterborne illness and infectious disease.

· Drinking Water Officers have powers under the Drinking Water Protection Act to protect water from contamination by drinking water health hazards, and they oversee source-to-tap assessments 

· Environmental health officers have powers under the Health Act to inspect and monitor public water systems, and provide operating permits for public and community water supplies.
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	Contacting B.C.'s Health Authorities (as of January 2006)

	Provincial Health Services Authority

700-1380 Burrard St
Vancouver, B.C.
V6Z 2H3
Phone: (604) 675-7400
Fax: (604) 708-2700
www:http://www.phsa.ca 
Board Chair: Wynne Powell
President and Chief Executive Officer: Lynda Cranston
 

	Northern Health

Suite 300 - 299 Victoria Street
Prince George, B.C.   V2L 5B8
Phone: (250) 565-2649 
Fax: (250) 565-2640
www: http://www.northernhealth.ca 


Board Chair: Jeff Burghardt
President and Chief Executive Officer: Malcolm Maxwell
	Interior Health220 - 1815 Kirschner Road
Kelowna, B.C.   V1Y 4N7 
Phone: (250) 862-4200
Fax: (250) 862-4201
www: http://www.interiorhealth.ca 


Board Chair: Alan Dolman
President and Chief Executive Officer: Murray Ramsden

	Vancouver Island Health Authority

1952 Bay Street
Victoria, B.C.   V8R 1J8
Phone: (250) 370-8699
Fax: (250) 370-8750
www: http://www.viha.ca/  


Board Chair: Jac Kreut
President and Chief Executive Officer: Howard Waldner
	Vancouver Coastal Health Authority

10th Floor - 601 West Broadway
Vancouver, B.C.   V5Z 4C2
Phone: Toll Free 1-866-884-0888
Local (604) 875-4252
Fax: (604) 875-4750 
www: http://www.vch.ca/ 


Board Chair: J. Trevor Johnstone 
President and Chief Executive Officer: Ida Goodreau 

	Fraser Health

300 - 10334 152A Street
Surrey, B.C.   V3R 7P8
Phone: Toll Free 1-877-935-5669
Local: (604) 587-4600
Fax: (604) 587-4666
www: http://www.fraserhealth.ca  


Board Chair: Keith Purchase 
Interim President and Chief Executive Officer: Keith Anderson
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Information for SIS( GuideSheets is obtained from Small Water Systems in BC: An Introduction to the Provision of Safe and Reliable Supplies.     Edition 1:  March 2006.

